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MRS. HENROTIN ON HOUSEHOLD ECONOMICS.

Why Our College Girls MaRe Poor HouseReepers and the Imporfance of

OME months ago two ladies
were seated In the section oppo-
site mine in a Pullman. They

Teaching Them Domeslic Science. '

will develop.. The ecollege woman will
be the firat to systematize and bring
into practical working the informa-

were milddle-aged women, evi-
dently well off, but not so wealthy
that the care of their homes was rele-
gated to others, 8hey represented the
average American woman. I was In-
terested because the subject of their
conversation was one which is of para-
mount importance to all women—the
best education to glve a girl, especial-
Iy on the subject of domestic science.

Here are the main ypoints of what
they said:

Mrs. A.—8ince Grace married 1 have
been so busy furnishing her house for
her! When she returned from New
York all she had to do was to walk
into it. My cook, Hliza, was so fond
of Grace T gave her up, and Eliza prac-
tically runs Grace's house. But it is
‘hard for me to do without Eliza, for 1
have now three houses—the house at
the lake, my house in town and Grace's
house, for Grace has no taste for
housekeeping. Hyer since she left the
university I have tried to interest her,
but she doés not seem able to learn. U

Mrs. B.—I am sure such u brilliant i
woman as Grace will soon be a good
housekeeper, When a girl has been
studying from seven years old until
‘she u_l twenty-two, and then marries,
she naturally knowe very little about
the details of housekeeping.

Mrs. A.—But the trouble is that a girl - v
educated as Grace has bleen loses all « How 1 Cot Ready to Coto a Farty.”
wish to know the detalls of housekeep-
ing, and finds it a “bore.” Then she
has always had some one to do for her. I had a theory once that if the edu-
cation of a girl was like that given to 'a boy, she should be treated in the
same way. Consequently, when Grace was at home, I never asked her to do
anything except amuse herself, y
beecame engaged, and was married almost immediately. Her friends are gay.
John and she enjoy soclety, and so it goes, Grace says that housekeeping 1s
only hit and miss, that she would be a good housekeeper if there was any-
thing to learn about It, but that there is nothing. As she expresses it, T was
born & good housekeeper and she was not.

Mrs, B—Grace is not so far wrong, I never thought much about it until
my two nleces came to live with me. Only two in the family made things
easy, and 1 lUked it. T suppose I ought to teach them, but to tell the truth I
do not know where to commence. 'They are both busy; one is studying music
and the other Is trying “art.,” But she has nd talent for palnting, I believe
she would make & good cook; but my cook is a good one, and a cross one, too.
Bhe would never consent to have Mary go to the kitchen, and my husband's
relatives would be up in arms if 1 sugeested that Mary should learn to cook.

“T am sure of one thing, that household sclence must be faught in the

~ echools exaetly as any other sclence. In a well appointed house there is not
much for a girl to learn, because it is conducted simply by experience and taet.
Those two thirgs cannot be imparted, no mutter how willing the teacher or
how apt the pupil. People talk of the wonderful servants of the past; the fact
is that we have one hundred skilled servants to-day to one In the past. One
can buy s0 many ready-made things nowadays. There is a beautiful tea room
in Kansas Clty, where the ladles give lunch parties. It 1s conducted by a lady
of great executive ability, and you can have a lunch served for any number
‘of people, and served in the perfection of neatness. Think what an easy way
1., 2% I8 of giving & lunch!. No wonder women like it. It iz llke ».7an enter-
taining w.". "is elub—a thing I have alwave envied 13- hushand.”

Mra. A.—Yes, so have I. There are several clubs in the East where women
ean entertain their-guests from “out of town,” It is a most i;onvenianl: arrange-
ment, but when I was a girl T used to snjoy getting ready for a “party.” We
even froned our muslin dresses and knew how to wash fine lace.

Mrs. B.—1 have thought so much aboutl this since my nieces decided they
must be self-supporting, for now no girl will allow herself to be suppnrteh.
unless by her husband or father. In the meantime we are spending enough
on thelr education in music and art fo provide them both with a good mar-
rigge portion il it were put hy'unt[] they needed It.

Mrs. A—Yes, my daughters’ education has been very expensive, even more
than my sons’. We made the boys an allowance, and the girls also, but neither
Grace nor Lucy has lMved within her allowance. It is useless to attempt
to teach girls aller they leave school or college the rudiments of domestic
gcience, It must be taught in the public schools, and as a part of a college
curriculum. The trouble is we have made toe much of a pursly intellectual
training, ‘and housework or the professione and. trades which underlle the
home will mever be respected until they are assoclated with the regular
eourses of study.

Mrs. B.—That 1s right. I have olften wondererd why the Mount Holyoke
girls and girls educated at simllar institutions so disliked housework, It is
Just for the reason housework is-not made arecular study and has no gclen-
tific basts. "1t Is not knewledge for use in their future lives, but an arbitrary
dotng of what sgems to them mannal lar.but Therefore they diglite It and do
not respeet it. They look on it as unnecessary and tiresorme, and drop It as
soon af they pessibly ean . /74

Mrs. A.—Fea the trus fiald for suceess in lfe for a woman is to take up the

new trades and professions which the study ¢f household econdmics and science

tion which is being compiled on this
subject,

Mrs, B.—That gives me an idea for
Mary. I shall look into the wvarious
courses of study in the colleges and
institutes at home, and advise her to
prepare herself as a practical teacher

When she left college and came home she &

of household economles.

Mrs. A.—Yes, persuade her to give
up her nervous attempts at “art,’” and
she i3 s0 young that she has plenty of
time to fit herself as & teacher In
household sclence. Women are com-
mencing to realize the lmportance of
euch instruction, and it is almost im-
possible to find a leeturer capalile of

» ponducting classes in the household
trades. T have tried to find such a
teacher for my home department of the
club, and could not procure such a lec-
turer in our city. I could form a class

“How My Daughter Gets Ready to Go to a Farty.”

of young married women who would gladly join.
At this point the conversation branched off to club matters In general, but
1 felt the considerations suggested by my neighbors were interesting not alone
15 ot JersToldttoin cnb womer JdENLEY M _HIPNROTIN,
President General Federation of Women's Clubs. .
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